
 

 
Natural Pest Control For Your Home 
and Garden 
We’ve all been there. You work hard all spring, watch the seeds 
sprout, flower and bloom and then one morning you wake up to 
check on everything and suddenly you notice IT’S GONE! The pests 
came and ate all of your hard work while your back was turned. 
Ugh!!! Don’t give up, here are some tips on how to keep pests out of 
your garden. 
 

How To Keep Pests Out Of Your Garden 
The struggle is real. You did all the labor, planning, planting, 
watering, fertilizing, and watching it grow- patiently. Then the darn 
deer eat everything. I mean everything. What can you do? 
Here are some suggestions and tips from farmers and gardeners to 
help keep pests out of your garden that worked for them. 



 

Use Fences 

 
You know the old saying that fences make good neighbors? Well, 
They also make good gardens. 
 
● Place a fence around your garden at least four-foot high. 
● If you have the ability, install an electric fence. 
● The double-layered fence works the best. 
 
Set up one wire fence around your garden and another one 
about two-three feet around the first fence. If the first wire 
fence doesn’t stop them, the second surely will. 
 

Fill The Freezer 
Raccoons, Squirrel, Rabbit, Ducks, Groundhogs, and more, are all 
good eating. No joke. If it’s deer season, and you have a tag, venison 
meat is amazing. Fill your freezer with meat and save your garden 
vegetables for a side dish. 



 

One of my favorite wild game food blogs is Stacy Lyn Harris, she has an amazing cookbook, 
you can find some of her wild game recipes here.  

Visual Distraction  
Use fishing line to ‘fence’ in the perimeter of your garden and tie 
plastic grocery bags to it, hang aluminum pie pans and old music 
cd’s. 
Make sure they can move around in the wind. The sight and sound 
often scare deer away to go look for a meal elsewhere. 
 

Use Dogs  

 
Dogs are natural protectors of the homestead. If you have an outside 
odg, move Fido’s dog house close to the garden and you won’t lose 
another plant to pesky animals. 
 

https://stacylynharris.com/category/game-and-garden/wildgame/


 

Music Soothes The Savage Beast 
Provided you don’t have neighbors that live close by, use a radio by 
your garden to keep the deer out. 
Get a cheap radio from a thrift store or yard sale, tune in to a sport or 
news channel where they mainly talk and turn that baby up. 
 

Use An Old-Fashioned Scarecrow  
 
Sometimes the old way is still the best way. Gather some old clothes 
and have fun making an old-fashioned scarecrow. 
Scarecrow tips 
● Use clothes that are dirty, not clean. The more they smell like 
humans, the better. 
● Add human hair to the stuffing 

●  Pee around the base of the scarecrow 



 

 
 

 

Tell The Boys To Pee Outside  
 
All these years I’ve told the boys NOT to pee outside (we had really 
close neighbors), now I’m telling them to pee around my garden. 
Human urine or predator urine, such as coyote, can deter deer and 
other pests from your garden area. 
In addition to using human urine to deter pests, it also makes a great 
plant fertilizer if you dilute it to ten parts water, one part urine. Of 
course, I wouldn’t use this on edible plants. 
 



 

Get A Haircut  
One of my first professions out of high school was a hairdresser. I had 
gardeners come to get hair clippings all the time from me to use 
around their gardens. 
If you don’t know a barber or hairdresser and you’re not in need of a 
trim, check the local thrift store for human wigs. 
To use the hair, just spread it around the outside of your garden. 
 

Plant A Natural Barricade 
When creating a food forest or garden, most people think about 
building a fence to keep unwanted visitors out. However, plants 
make a much better defense for protecting other plants. Fences 
tend to draw curiosity, while plants seem to go unnoticed. That is 
until someone or something tries to walk through them! 
Great plants for security and natural barricades are; 
● Gooseberries 
● Honey Locust 
● Spanish Dagger 
● Osage Orange 
● Japanese Barberry 
● Roses 
● Citrus Trees 
To read more about these plants and others, ten amazing plants you 
need to plant for a natural barricade around your garden. 
 

If You Can’t Beat Em’- Feed Em’ 
Are deer eating your garden? Try filling their bellies with something 
they enjoy more than your vegetables. 
Add a couple of deer, bird, or squirrel feeders away from your garden 
and keep them full. You may be surprised to find they leave your 
garden alone and you enjoy their company. 
 

Natural Japanese Beetle Control- Chicken Treats! 



 

 
We do our best to implement organic practices whenever possible, this includes pest control. 
Since we plan on eating the food that we grow, using toxic chemicals to treat our plants and soil 
is out of the question. This natural pest control method for removing Japanese Beetles is tried 
and true.  
Other than having a supply of fresh eggs, many homesteaders and farmers have chickens to 
help with pest control. Chickens are carnivores by nature, they love eating bugs. Insects, such 
as beetles, are a high-protein food source for your feathered friends.  
Generally, free-range chickens will do a good job all on their own at biological pest control. 
However, if your chickens are unable to free range forage, this is a fantastic way to provide 
them with bugs to snack on. Chickens, ducks, guineas, and other fowl enjoy this buggy treat 
too! 
The best part about this method, all you have to spend money on is the beetle trap, a bucket 
and the chickens do the rest. Rest assured, if you don’t have chickens, you can still use this 
method. Just use a bucket of soapy water (we use Blue Dawn) under the Japanese Beetle trap.  
 
 



 

Do You Have Other Critter And Pest Problems? 

 
You can make our DIY Critter Ridder recipe to stop critters from 
eating your house and garden. 
 

Rodent Repellent- DIY Critter-Ridder Recipe 
This recipe will repel: woodchucks (groundhogs), skunks, squirrels, 
raccoons, deer, rabbits, dogs and cats. 
Safe to use indoors or out but avoid contact with your skin, eyes and 
Mouth. 
 
Ingredients And Supplies 
 
● 1 Tbsp. Tabasco 
● 1 Tbsp. Cayenne pepper 
● 10 Drops black pepper oil 
● ½ tsp dish soap (I used Dr Bronners Peppermint Castile Soap, The 
peppermint helps keep away spiders and mice) 
● Distilled Water 
● 16 oz Spray Bottle 



 

● Funnel 
● Measuring Spoons 
● Label (you can use masking tape and a sharpie marker) 
 
Directions 
Place funnel in a spray bottle. Pour ingredients into spray bottle in this 
order: 
1. Cayenne Pepper 
2. Tabasco 
3. Black Pepper Oil 
4. Dish Soap 
5. Water 
 
Place top on spray bottle and shake. The longer you let it soak, the 
stronger the solution will be and the better it will work. Write 
Critter-Ridder on the label and secure to bottle. 
 
Spray your Critter-Ridder anywhere you want to keep away the 
critters. The soap helps it adhere to things but you will need to 
reapply after rain or moisture has accumulated. 
 

Mosquitoes Bugging Ya?  
The best (natural) way to keep mosquitoes out of your home and garden it to plant herbs to help 
repel them. Add some of the following herbs in planters and place by your entry doors, on your 
patio, and all around your yard.  
 

The Best Mosquito Repelling Herbs For Your Home and Garden 

● Citrosum 

● Lemon Balm 

● Geranium 

● Lemon Verbena 

● Catnip 

● Pennyroyal 

● Eucalyptus 

● Rosemary 

● Anise 



 

● Lemon Grass 

● Mint 

● Marigolds 

● Basil 

● Wormwood 

● Garlic 

● Lavender 

● Horseweed (stone root) 

● Cedar 

● Tansy 

● Sage 
 

Spiders In The House??? 
To be honest, I don’t mind spiders OUTSIDE of my home, they are beneficial and eat other 
insects, like mosquitoes! However, seeing one inside my house will make me yelp like a little 
girl, not a fan.  
Try our natural Spider Repellent Spray to keep the spiders outside of your home.  
 



 

 
DIY Spider Repellent Spray  

Ingredients 

● 5 Drops of Peppermint Essential Oil 

● 5 Drops of Lavender OR Cinnamon Oil 

● ¼ tsp Dish Soap 

● 12 oz of Distilled Water 
Pace ingredients in a spray bottle and shake before using. Make sure to avoid painted or 
stained finishes as the oil will affect them.  
 


